Emphasizing the impact
of life on Earth’s history

This fascinating book covers a subfield of
geological applications seldom discussed or examined
inatypical undergraduate or graduate geology program.
The subtitle indicates the book’s thrust. Applications
cover the use of mineralogy, geochemistry, soil
chemistry, geophysics, and sedimentology in the
solution of illegal actions of criminal activity from
simple robbery to murder.

Examples of resolution of crimes using the
petrographic microscope, electron microscopy,
x-ray diffraction, sediment coating, and simple
microscopy provide a broad spectrum of the extent to
which geology and geological principles have led to
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solutions for and convictions in criminal cases from
around the world.

I enjoyed this book; it opened a whole new
geological frontier for me. One can play armchair
detective and follow along in the criminal investigation
of many crimes. Warning! Reading this little book
might also lead a geologist into a whole new career
or introduce new professionals into a career that they
normally would not consider.

If you are interested in a fast read and one that
opens new vistas, then this 240-page paperback is
for you. It would make a great gift for any geologist
at any time.
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