River to Rock II – Field trip stops
Leaders:  Rex Cole, Andres Aslan and Javier Tellez
Field trip starts and ends in Grand Junction at Colorado Mesa University.  The field trip is designed for travel via a large passenger bus.
Overview of route: The field trip will travel from Grand Junction to DeBeque along Interstate 70, followed by travel to Mesa, CO along the DeBeque cutoff road (45  ½  Rd), and then travel back to Interstate 70 and Grand Junction via Plateau Creek Canyon (Hwy 65).  Travel time not including stops will be ~2-2.5 hours in a bus.
Field Trip Stops
Depart from Colorado Mesa University campus and travel east along Interstate 70 (I-70) to Stop 1a.
Stop 1a- Overview of Late Cretaceous Lower to Middle Williams Fork Fm. I-70 Cameo exit.
Talking points: 
Overview of Late Cretaceous fluvial systems associated with the Sevier Orogeny and the Cretaceous Western Interior Seaway.  Transition from low to high net-to-gross sandstone intervals.
Safety.  This stop will be at a little used exit on I-70 (Cameo) that is used to access a fruit & vegetable stand.  There is plenty of parking and room for participants to move around with little or no traffic concerns.
Continue east on I-70 to Stop 1b.
Stop 1b- Late Cretaceous Lower to Middle Williams Fork Fm. – I-70 trucker’s frontage road (not a named exit on I-70; this is a frontage road used mostly by truckers to take naps; there is very little traffic along this paved road.  
Talking points:
1) Modern Colorado River
2) Detailed examination of a Williams Fork Fm. sandstone body
Safety. This stop is ideal for the participants to safely examine an outcrop.  The outcrop is at road level and extends for >100 m.  The height of the sandstone exposures is moderate (no major cliffs).  There is virtually no traffic along the frontage road and there are large gravel areas for the bus to park.  The frontage road is paved.
Continue east on I-70 to Stop 1c.

Stop 1c-Eocene Wasatch Fm. (Molina Member) & the PETM – I-70 DeBeque exit followed by travel ~1.0 mile on gravel/dirt road (V Rd) to outcrop.  There is room for the bus to turn around at the outcrop.
Talking points: Wasatch Fm. alluvial architecture (3 members – Atwell Gulch, Molina, and Shire members) & the PETM.
Safety.  This stop requires travel for a short distance on a well maintained gravel/dirt road (V Road) that is accessed at the DeBeque exit of I-70.  The stop is “out and back”; there is adequate room along side road pullouts for the bus to turn around.  The outcrop is at road level and the exposures are moderately tall (no major cliffs). 
Return to the I-70  DeBeque exit but do not enter I-70.  Instead, travel south along 45 ½ Road (DeBeque cutoff road), which is paved, towards Mesa, CO and Stop 1d.
Stop 1d-Late Cretaceous(?) Ohio Creek Conglomerate and basal Paleocene Wasatch Fm. – road cut along 45 ½ Road (DeBeque cutoff road).
Talking points: Ohio Creek Conglomerate and stratigraphic/age controversies; K/Pg boundary.
Safety. This stop is at a road cut on 45 ½ Road between DeBeque and Mesa, CO.  There is excellent parking on a broad pullout across from the road cut.  The outcrop can be viewed very safely from the pullout.  There is adequate room on the shoulder of the road for small groups to examine details of the outcrop if desired.  The exposures are loosely cemented and participants will be advised to remain at road level and not to climb the outcrop.
Continue south on 45 ½ Road to junction with Hwy 65.  Turn right (west) and proceed on paved Hwy 65 to Stop 1e.
Stop 1e-Late Cretaceous Upper Williams Fork Fm. overbank deposits – Hwy 65 (Plateau Creek Canyon Rd).
Talking points:
Architecture of overbank deposits & probable dinosaur tracks.
Safety.  This stop is at a road cut on Hwy 65.  There is an excellent, broad gravel pullout at the stop. The outcrop can be viewed very safely from the pullout.  There will be no need for participants to cross the street to the actual outcrop exposed in the road cut.
Continue west/northwest along Hwy 65 to Stop 1f.
Stop 1f-Late Cretaceous Lower Williams Fork Fm.– Hwy 65 (Plateau Creek Canyon Road) just before the entrance to I-70.  
Talking points:
Alluvial architecture and detailed sedimentology of the Lower Williams Fork Fm. sand bodies.
Safety.  This stop is at a large pullout along Hwy 65 with an established parking area.  The outcrop is set back from the highway ~200 yards so there is no issue with traffic.  The outcrop is at road level and participants will be able to safely investigate the outcrop.
Continue on Hwy 65 to the intersection with I-70.  Travel west on I-70 to the Clifton exit.  Follow 32 Rd south for ~5 miles to the intersection with Hwy 6/50 (traffic light is present at the intersection).  Turn left and proceed south on Hwy 6/50 to Whitewater, CO.  Turn right on Hwy 141 towards Unaweep Canyon. Travel ~4 miles to Stop 1g.
Stop 1g- Early Cretaceous Burro Canyon Fm.– pullout along Hwy 141 adjacent to East Creek.
Talking points: Alluvial architecture of the Early Cretaceous Burro Canyon Fm. and paleovalley fills.
Safety. This stop is an outcrop adjacent to a moderate-sized dirt pullout along Hwy 141.  The outcrop is a short distance from the parking area and participants can safely view sandstone geometries from afar as well as at the outcrop proper.
Turn around and return along Hwy 141 to Hwy 6/50 at Whitewater.  Turn left (north) on Hwy 6/50 and return to Colorado Mesa University.
End of field trip.
