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FIGURE S1—NMDS ordination of test dataset illustrating that this technique can separate trajectories of taphonomic 

modification, and that sample size and closed array effects do not obscure the pattern. Points labelled as trajectory, 

number of carcasses contributing to initial assemblage, time step; so V6-3 represents the third time step on the V 

trajectory, starting with six complete carcasses. K – constant rate of bone loss across all elements; D – less dense elements 

lost earlier and more quickly; V – more transportable elements lost earlier and more quickly. See Supplementary Table 2 

for data.  

TABLE S1—Raw bone count data for each carcass at each survey. 

TABLE S2—Simulation dataset to illustrate the influence of modification style and number of carcasses in an assemblage 

on NMDS ordination pattern. 

 


